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1. WINTER: STATUS QUO, XEARNING 


Birmingham i iS sia the most thoroughly segregated ci ot in 1 the, United States. Its 
’ a 


ugly ne of police baaelieys is known 1 in jae section of this vountey: a un ust pa of 
Negroes in the courts isa notorious reality. There have been more unsolved bombings of Negro 
homes and churches in Birmingham shat in any ial diy i 1 this nation. fiee are the hard, 
bral and unbelievable facts: On the basis of them, Neoro ca. aa to negotiate vith the 
city : But a political leaders consistently 1 refused to engage in good- fap —"" 


I eu it is at ne those wae — never felt the a darts of segregation to Say wat " 
A LL oe 


But when you have x, vicious mol mobs ae your oo and father at yal and desc . 
pou sisters and brothers at whim; 

When you have ie en uae filled policemen curse, kick, brutalize, and even kall your black 
brothers and een with impunity: ' . = a 

When you ee the vast gas of your twenty million ee broiiers smothering in an 
airtight cage of pover Bs in the midst fe an affluent society: 

When Tit suddenly kd y your tongue wide and your speech means as you seek to 
explain to your six-year-old daughter ies she cannot 89 to the public sae park that rom 
just been adyertised on television and see tears welling up in her little €yes when Spe iS told that 
Funtown 1 is closed to colored chifdren, and he the depréssing clouds of inferiority begin to 0 for m 
in - little renal sy and see her bégin to distort her ae personality by unconsciously 
developing a bitterness toward ae people: 

When you have to concoct an answer for a five- -year-old sé son ne in agonizing ee 
"Daddy, why asf white people treat — people SO as | 

When yu take a a -country drive and le it nécessary to sleep night after nae in the 


uncomfortable corners of your automobile iain no motel will See you; 


When you 


are Ratan day i in and day out by nagging signs reading white and colored: 
L Lx 





_ 


When your first name becomes " nigger ‘and your ee name becomes "boy" (however 
of you ae, and your las ae pecome: ol shi: " and when your wife and mother a are never 
aie the respected title oy ce - 

When you are charred by day and haunted by an by the fact that youa are a Negro, 
living constantly at pie stance, ae knowing what to expect next, and plagued with j es 


fears and outer resentments; 
we "do =~ 


When you are forever mentine a degenerating sense of, of “ngbodyness" — 
~™y) 


Then you will understind why we “ind it difficult to wait. i comes a time when the 


& 
C “up of endurance eo over and [we] are no vTonger willing we be plunged a an n abyss of 


injustice where they experience the bleakness ee corroding oe et 
. L 


zs SPRING: ROUSING, BLOOMING 


ne oe more excellent way, of loye and SE protest: pe fete to Géd that, 
through the i eS church, the dimension of nonviolence entered our struggle. If ee philosophy 
had not enterged, I am nen ee Fh by now aaa streets oft the Sopth would be flowing with 
Bod of blood. And I am further ee that if our white brothers dismiss as "rabble- 
rousers" and ' oie agitators" those of us who are working through ae chénnels of nonviolent 
direct action and reluse tos upport our nonviolent eff efforts, musots of Negroes, out of rustration 
and déSpair, will mt solace and séourity j in black nationalist idedlogies, a oo that will 


lead inevitably to a frightening racial nightmare. .. 
iz la 2 4" 


[A]s I pone to think about the ane I | graduaily gained a pe of satisfaction from 
being considered an extremist... . Was not Amos an extrémist ke justice? -- "Let justice roll 
eee ae a 
down _ waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.” ... Was not Abraham Lincoln an 
\S a1 7 = 

extrgnis -- "This nation cannot survive half slave and half ee Was not spomas. Jefferson an 


extremist? -- "We non these tryths to be self-evidnt, that all men are created eq " So the 


S 


a C 
question is not whether we will be extremist, but what kind of ee ae we will be. Wil we be 
7 


4 


cr 
extremists for hate, or will ig be ole 16r love? Will we be extremists for the pr eservation 
of injustice, or will we be exitemists for the cause of pce! 
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3, | SUMMER: MATURING, RIPENING — 


cr a | | — 
[T]here are two types of laws: there are just laws, and there are unjust laws: I would agree 
7 7 « = \ 7 'e o Oe oo 


with St. Augustine that "An unjust law is no law at all." ... 
lL a we, a \\ 


How does one determine when a oe is just. or —— A just law i is a man-made sae that 
Sp. ~ 
squares with the moral law, or the law of God. An unjust law i is a code aN is out of harmony 
with moral law. To put it in the térms of St Thomas Aquinas an amuse o- isa pas law that 
t¢ cr 
iS snot ropted in ae and ye law. Any law that uplifts human personality i 1S just; gay law 
L. 
that degrades human personality i is unjust. All segregation statutes are unjust because 
i RL < iT L. - 
ae eeenion distorts the soul and damages the 1 persona, It gives the segregator a false sense ot 
e | 
superiority and the segregated a a false eae g of inferiority To use the words of Matin Buber, Re 


ty 
great Jewish philasopher, segregation substitutes an "I _H relatipnship for the "IT - thou" 


relationship and ends up relegating persons to the status of things. ... 
bs Sd SS : 2A 


f 
An une Co Is a cod a code that a majority ae on a minority that is not binding on seeclh 


- 
| This 1 is or eae made Tegal. On the other ele a just law isa code that a majority compels a 


| ingity to follow, hot i it 1s willing to follow itgelt- This 1 is sameness made eagle . An 


v 


Unj ust law j isa cs inflicted upon a minority ere § that minority had no cy in enactin ing or 
> 


creating becquse i it did not weve the ynhampered tight to vo . Can any law ie up in such a 
g > 
state be considered democr aicaity anal 
Se XY 1 . 
an GC > | 
We can never forget that everyting Hitler did in Germany was legal! and ee. 


r~ 
the Hungarian freedom oo did in sneaty was os ay " Tt was ages to aid and comfort 


ee 
a Jew in Hitler's Germany. om fam sure that if I had lived in Germany Fine that ee I would 
\ we XK i ae 


‘A 


have aided and comforted my Jewish brothers even though it was illegal. 
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AUTUMN: INTENDING, PREVAILING 


NE NN SOE VIN 





Iam cognizant of the interrelatedness of all communities and states: I cannot sit idly by 
yr : a 


Nee 7 XN las 
threat to justice everyw ere. We are ae in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a 


L L Ze . YC Lop a 


in Atlanta and not be concerned about — papper. in Birmingham. Injustice anywhere is a 
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| | a f. . 
single garment of oanw: Whatever affects one directly ss all eee es again can 
— | | 


we atford to live with the narrow, provincial ' ‘outside agitator" idea. Tana who lives ike 
the United States can never be considered an outsider... 
LsoA Kc a 


a ~ 
We will reach the goal of freedom in Birmingham and all oe the natjon, because the 


| Cl & ss Be tic ; 
goal of America is oe Abused and scorned though we may be, our destiny is tied up with 
<e e 1 i" ae of L 7 


the destiny of America. Before the Pilger inhs landed at Plymouth, We were ayeeBctore the ee of 


r 
Jefferson scratched across the pages of history the majestic word of the Declaration of 
L — = Lee 
Independence, we were here. For more than two ae our . labored here without 
™~ cee ™ 
wages; they made cotton king; and they built iene of their masters in the midst of petal 
L 
qiustive and pee humiliation -- and yet out of a bottomless mane our oe continue to 
Sper y 
thrive and develop. If the inexpressible cruelties of slavery could not stop us, rs opposition we 
Ne a CR 27 GA 
now face will surely fail. We will win our freedom because [of] the sacred heritage of our nation 


A > 
and the eternal will of God. 2 4 L NG 
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